ARMS AND POLICY

Today only fanatical detenninists, which in contemporary jargon
means believers in fate and doom, will insist that the ei^hteenth-
ceatury regulars must inevitably have failed to put down the
French Revolution. Detailed study of the critical early campaigns
strongly indicates that with a little luck, especially in the matter of
leadership, those regulars should have won.

Nevertheless, the victories of the French Revolution set fashions
in thought, and most of all in military thought Ever since, Chris-
tendom has been hypnotized by the revolutionary illusion, i.e., the
AiMish belief that the chief means of increasing human happiness
is not individual self-improvement toward some spiritual goal but
mere change in social conventions and in laws.

Those interested in intellectual origins will, of course, see in this
the logical result of Rousseau's idea of natural goodness. That half-
baked Messiah of all modem subversive movements tried to reverse
all previous teaching as to human good and evil by maintaining
that there was no element of evil within every one of us and perpet-
ually at strife with our impulses toward good. Our meannesses and
wickednesses, so he said, were not an essential part of our nature but
were artificially plastered onto us by bad social arrangements. For
further analysis of Rousseau and his innumerable followers the
reader is referred to the dry humor and common sense of the books
of Irving Babbitt

We may here content ourselves with cataloguing the historical
consequences of Rousseauism in the military sphere. Modern revo-
lutionary "idealism" has consistently worshiped force. Itself the
child of successful insurrections, whenever it has captured a govern-
ment it has made that government an instrument of wholesale
compulsion. Thus it has invented an all-devouring form of war
destructive of every scrap of personal liberty and as yet incapable of
achieving the one rational object of war, a better peace.

been a new military instrument, combined with what was to the
eighteenth century a new spirit

The new instrument is the mass army recruited by universal,
compulsory service. Late in the critical summer of 1793 when the
rewlutionaiy leaders justifiably feared defeat and subsequent execu-
tion as common omtinals, they proclaimed a levy in mass, a total